
MAKE THIS AWESOME!
These benches and planters are going to be replaced. 
What would YOU like to see here?

Over 1200 ideas were posted to the benches during Nocturne on October 19, 2013. 
This graphic shows the various ideas scaled by popularity.

www.barringtonpost.ca/benches-project
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Ever wanted to know a bit more about Halifax’s Historic Main Street?

The Benches Project is kicking into the design stage after input from over 
1200 people in the month of October. The idea to replace the benches was 
initially discussed at the Get Down on Barrington events this spring and was 
co-proposed by Fusion Halifax volunteers and the Downtown Halifax Busi-
ness Commission. In July, the public voted to replace the old wooden seating 
area on the corner of Barrington and George Streets. As part of Councillor 
Waye Mason’s discretionary funding forum they voted to give the project 
$20,000 while the Downtown Halifax Business Commission is offering to 
contribute an additional $10,000. 

On October 15th, over 40 people gathered for an Ideas & Design Charrette 
at The Hub. The group discussed the desired experience for the site, brain-
stormed different elements that would support those experiences and then 
produced ten preliminary concepts.

During Nocturne on October 19th, over 1200 people submitted ideas at an 
on-site engagement. The ideas were posted to the planters and benches creat-
ing a colourful wishlist. At midnight the ideas were collected by the project 
team for use in the design stage.

The project team is now working to design the site based on all the ideas 
collected to date. Get involved, visit the project page www.barringtonpost.ca/
benches-project/ for more information.

People submitting ideas for the benches project during Nocturne Halifax - Art At Night.

@BarringtonPost 



In the spring and summer time 
it’s a great spot to have lunch – 
especially now that we have those 
cheerily coloured picnic tables.

I wandered into City Hall when 
I was browsing around the other 
day and got into conversation with 
two charming gentlemen who 
work there and who happen to be 
real history buffs.  They told me 
that even before the founding of 
Halifax, the area we now know as 
Grand Parade had been a meeting 
spot for Mi’kmaq people.  These 
same two men told me that I could 
hold a protest there just so long 
as I didn’t indulge in vandalism.  
And there I was trying to look so 
prim and proper.  Guess my real 
self showed through.  (Just kid-
ding.  I’ve been known to protest 
but never vandalize).

There are some wonderful pic-
tures on the Nova Scotia Archives 
website.  Just visit their website:  
www.novascotia.ca/nsarm/ and 
search for “Grand Parade”.

Hope to see you all at the 
Remembrance Day ceremony. 

Browsing on Barrington
by Helen Hanratty

Brought to you by:

I’m taking a course in city 
design and one part of my assign-
ment for this week is to select a 
public space in my city that has 
been designed and talk about and 
show how it has evolved over the 
years.

Because it’s November and I 
have Remembrance Day on my 
mind, I decided to select Grand 
Parade as the public space I would 
highlight.

Halifax started, and has 
remained in large part, a military 

city.  There are many spots here 
that have military connections.  
Grand Parade fascinates me par-
ticularly because of the way it has 
evolved. 

Originally created as a military 
parade square, it has evolved into 
a truly public spot.  While solemn 
events such as the Remembrance 
Day ceremony take place there, it 
also hosts rock concerts, a wel-
come home to our championship 
hockey team, New Year’s Eve 
celebrations to name just a few.  

Grand Parade (ca. 1819)
by Joseph Partridge (NSARM) 

Upcoming Events
Hal-Con (November 8-10):
Largest Sci-Fi, Fantasy and Comic Convention in Atlan-
tic Canada. World Trade and Convention Centre. www.
hal-con.com 

Remembrance Day (November 11, 11am):
In Grand Parade, take a moment to remember those who 
have served and those who continue to serve our country. 

Holiday Parade of Lights (November 16, 6pm):
Every year, the Parade attracts over 100,000 spectators and 
is a fundraiser for local, non-profit organizations. 

Victorian Christmas at the Halifax Citadel (November 
23-24, 12-4pm): 
Experience the traditions of Christmas as enjoyed by 
Queen Victoria’s soldiers and their families.

Happenings
GoodLife Fitness is opening a 

brand new location on November 
12. It is located in Barrington 
Place with views of Granville 
Mall. 

Stillwell Beer Bar will be open-
ing any week at 1672 Barrington 
Street in Halifax. Follow them on 
Twitter @BarStillwell.

A six-storey mixed-use condo 
building is proposed behind 
Superstore at 1057 Barrington 
Street. More info avaliable at 
southporthalifax.com


