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On the evening of October 15, over 40 community members gathered at The Hub to share 
ideas and visions for the redesign of benches on Barrington Street. This evening was co-
hosted by Fusion, the Downtown Halifax Business Commission and co*lab. The purpose of 
the evening was to gather inspiration and ideas from the community that will inform and 
inspire the design team to create a great space on Barrington St.  
 
The evening began with TJ Maguire, coordinator of the project, presenting on the space, the 
history of this project, and design considerations for the site. The remainder of the evening 
was spent in collaborative conversations and co-design teams. Below are the questions 
posed to the community and what was offered by the community.  
 

What has been your best experience of public space? 
 
- More than people, more than benches .. it’s a VIBE 
- The WOW factor 
- The space outside the Halifax Public Library that is not designed particularly well, but its 
informal nature makes it popular and desirable 
- Parallel Parks in Vancouver 
- Playable pianos 
- Huge sculptures that make you want to sit 
- Programs to bring people to public space 
 

 

 



 

 

 

What do you want to experience in this space? What design 
elements would support that experience? 
 
Connect People 
- Wifi 
- Person to person 
- Slowing Down 
 
Create Space 
- Create a room on the street 
- Tables, chairs, benches 
- Illusion of expanding the space aurally and visually 
- Height / Climb 
- Make a space for people of all sizes and all reasons for being in the space 
- Visually appealing to users and passers-by in terms of colour and design 
- Playing with the planes, vertical and horizontal changes in perspective 
 

Design with Nature 
- Design for light, dark, sun, wind 
- Greenery 
 
Lighting 
- Space specific lighting such as panel ground lighting, colourful lighting .. something 
different 
- Beacon height, detail, reflections, materiality, tactile 
 
Style 
- Modern 
- Heritage 
 
Interactive and Musical Spaces 
- Drum benches 



 

 

- Something interactive / pedal powered station / spinning piece of art / some form of 
musical (fence) structure 
- Engage the senses 
 
Amenities 
- Community poster board / Magnetic metal board 
- Garbage disposal cans integrated into the shape of the space 
 
Flexible 
- Event potential 
- PLAY 
- Fun, Flexible, Functional 
 
Wall 
- Wonder Wall 
- Wall with integrated structures, eliminate drop-off 
 
Bicycle Parking 
- Remove car parking spaces for bicycle parking 
- We need bike parking 
 

 

CO-CREATED CONCEPTS 
 
Proposed Concept Titles 
The Gathering Point 
Eat, Rest and Play 
Slow Down, Sit Down 
Stepping Up History 
Musical Greenway 
The City Steps 
The Ribbon “Unravel your Day” 
Dance, Art, Make Out 
Pedal Way 
Off the Rails 



 

 

Key Concept Elements 
Canopy / Tunnel 
Semi-Circle Benches 
Wifi Hotspot 
Small Benches 
Edible Green Wall 
Musical Elements 
Garbage Cans 
Curved Overhangs 
Shipping Container Art Gallery 
Water Catcher / Curtain 
Movable Items 
Power Charging Station 
Slidable Picnic Lounge Chairs 
Structure to Hold Bicycle 
Solar Lighting 
Undulating Landscape “the Rolling Hills” 
Space to tell a Story of our History 
Granite Blocks 
Benches for Group or Individual Use 
Partially Covered Tunnel Walk-thru 
Solar Lighting and Charging Station 
Stone, Wood, Steel, Concrete 
Solar Lighting Charging Station 
Below Ground Tree Infrastructure 
Seating like Bleacher Stairs at the Market 
 

 

 

 

 


